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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the Standard Catalog of Ruger Firearms.
There have been few individuals involved with the American ﬁrearms history who have made a real diﬀerence to the industry—individuals who possessed an inventive mind and knew
how to get things done, but also understood how to make a
business become successful and grow. Their names are familiar
to anyone who is a student of the gun.
Samuel Colt, Horace Smith, Daniel B. Wesson, Eliphalet
Remington, Oliver Winchester, John M. Marlin, John Browning and Arthur Savage were sons of the 19th century. The companies that bear their names are still going today, many generations after they were founded.
One other name should be added to that list of visionary
giants in the word of ﬁrearms, William Batterman Ruger. He
started his company in 1949, in the middle of the 20th century
just a few years after World War II in a small building now affectionately known as the Red Barn in the tranquil little New

England town of Southport, Conn. Sturm, Ruger & Co. has
been one of the biggest success stories in the industry, reaching
a point where it can be said to be the only full-line manufacturer of riﬂes, shotguns, revolvers and auto pistols, all made in
the U.S.A. From the ﬁrst .22 pistol 65 years ago to the almost
200 ﬁrearms in the latest catalog, the company has oﬀered a
gun for every need for the average shooter. Within these pages
will be found historical information, speciﬁcations, photos and
estimated values of the guns of Bill Ruger. There are also stories
about the man and his guns, including a historical view of articles over the years in “The World’s Greatest Gunbook,” Gun
Digest, and some other publications.
I hope you enjoy Standard Catalog of Ruger Firearms and
the opportunity to learn about the great guns, the successful
company and the man himself, William B. Ruger.
Author and editor, Jerry Lee

PRICING AND GRADING
In most cases, the condition of a ﬁrearm determines its value. As with all collectible items, a grading system is necessary to
give buyers and sellers a measurement that most closely reﬂects
a general consensus on condition. While all grading systems are
subjective, the system presented in this publication attempts to

describe a ﬁrearm in universal terms. It is strongly recommend
that the reader be closely acquainted with this grading system
before attempting to determine the correct value of a particular
ﬁrearm.

NIB NEW IN BOX
This category can sometimes be misleading. It means that
the ﬁrearm is in its original factory carton with all of the appropriate papers. It also means the gun is new, that it has not been
ﬁred, and has no wear. This classiﬁcation brings a substantial
premium for both the collector and shooter. It should be noted
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that NIB values are not the same as MSRP (manufacturer’s
suggested retail price), but rather are “street prices” that can be
considerably lower than the MSRP. A NIB value should closely
represent the selling price for a new, unﬁred gun in the box.
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EXCELLENT
Collector quality ﬁrearms in this condition are highly desirable. The ﬁrearm must be in at least 98 percent condition with
respect to blue wear, stock or grip ﬁnish, and bore. The gun must

also be in 100 percent original factory condition without reﬁnishing, repair, alterations, or additions of any kind. Sights must
be factory original, as well.

VERY GOOD
Firearms in this category are also sought after both by the
collector and shooter. Modern ﬁrearms must be in working
order and retain approximately 92 percent original metal and

wood ﬁnish. It must be 100 percent factory original, but may
have some small repairs, alterations, or non-factory additions.
No reﬁnishing is permitted in this category.

GOOD
Guns in this category may not be considered to be as collectible as the previous grades. They must retain at least 80 percent of the metal and wood ﬁnish, but may display evidence of
old reﬁnishing. Small repairs, alterations, or non-factory addi-

tions are sometimes encountered in this class. Factory replacement parts are permitted. The overall working condition of the
ﬁrearm must be good, as well as safe. The bore may exhibit wear
or some corrosion.

FAIR
Firearms in this category should be in satisfactory working order and safe to shoot. The overall metal and wood ﬁnish
must be at least 30 percent. Repairs, alterations, non-factory ad-

ditions, and recent reﬁnishing would all place a ﬁrearm in this
classiﬁcation. The ﬁrearm must be considered safe to ﬁre if in a
working state.

POOR
Neither collectors nor shooters are likely to exhibit much
interest in ﬁrearms in this condition. They are likely to retain
little metal or wood ﬁnish, and pitting or rust will be seen. Guns
in this condition may not be in working order or safe to shoot.
Repairs and parts replacement would be necessary to restore the

NIB
600

EXC.
500

V.G.
425

Prices given in this book are designed as a guide, not as a
quote, and the prices given reﬂect retail values. Th is is very important to remember. You will seldom realize full retail value
if you trade in a gun or sell it to a dealer. In this situation, your
gun will be valued at its wholesale price, which is generally
substantially below retail value to allow for the seller’s proﬁt
margin.
Values of modern ﬁ rearms can vary greatly based on several factors of the individual gun. Rare models are often—but
not always—more valuable than those that have high production numbers. Some models are rare because they were discontinued due to low sales ﬁgures and might not bring high prices
on the used gun market. If a particular model was not well
received when it was new, it may not have a high demand as a
discontinued gun. In other instances, a model can be highly
sought after by collectors because it is no longer in production.
Other factors that determine the value of ﬁrearms are rare
chamberings, unusual barrel lengths or features like grips, stocks,
sights or ﬁnishes. Factory engraving or checkering can add considerably to the value of many guns. In many instances the older versions of a series of models will bring a higher price than later ones.
It should be remembered that prices for ﬁ rearms might
vary with the time of the year, geographical location, and the
general economy. As might be expected, guns used for hunting
are more likely to sell in late summer or early fall as hunting

ﬁrearm to safe working order. In some cases their principal value
lies in spare parts.
Example prices for the conditions described above are
shown in this format:

GOOD FAIR POOR
350
250
150
season approaches. Likewise, big-game riﬂes chambered for
powerful magnum cartridges will likely have more appeal in
western states than in the Deep South, while semi-automatic
riﬂes or shotguns will not sell well in states where their use for
hunting is prohibited, such as is the case in Pennsylvania.
It is not practical to list prices in this book with regard to
time of year or location. What is given here is a reasonable price
based on sales at gun shows, auction houses, and information
obtained from knowledgeable collectors and dealers. In certain
cases there will be no price indicated under a particular condition, but rather the symbol “-” This indicates there is no known
price available for the gun in that condition, or that sales for the
particular model are so few that a reliable price cannot be ascertained. This can also occur with highly engraved special edition
ﬁrearms that usually are unﬁred and used very little.
Standard Catalog of Ruger Firearms can be used as an identiﬁcation guide and as a source of starting prices for a planned
ﬁ rearms transaction. If you begin by valuing a given ﬁ rearm
according to the values shown in this book, you will not be too
far oﬀ the mark.
In the ﬁ nal analysis, a ﬁ rearm is worth only what someone
is willing to pay for it. New trends arise quickly, and there are
many excellent bargains to be found in today’s market. With
patience and good judgment—and with this book under your
arm—you, too, can ﬁ nd them.

PRICING AND GRADING
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WILLIAM BATTERMAN
RUGER
by JOHN C. DOUGAN

A

The ﬁrst Ruger revolver
shipped. Engraved by
Cole Agee, gold and silverplated and inscribed
on the backstrap, “To
John T. Amber With
the Compliments of Col.
Ruger”. This historic Ruger
single-action revolver
graced the cover of the
Gun Digest, 8th Edition
in 1954, 50 years ago.
Courtesy John C. Dougan
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rticles featuring Bill Ruger, his co
company and the products
produced in his factories have appeared in almost every
annual and monthly ﬁrearm publication for ﬁve decades.
Thousands of pages have been penned by names that are forever woven
Keith, Warren Page, Roger Barinto the fabric of American gun lore: Elmer K
low, Pete Kuhloﬀ, Skeeter Skelton and John T. Amber, to name but a few. A
the writers who promoted and
comprehensive article could be written about
ab
tested Ruger products. Their stories portray Bill Ruger as
a an American icon, a genius, a living
compared to Henry Ford, Sam Colt and Enzo
legend and Renaissance man. He has been compare
Ferrari; he was all of these and more.
He was intelligent and ethical, a man of vision
visi and passion. He loved vintage electric
trains, antique automobiles and ﬁrearms
ﬁrearms. He en
enjoyed history and classic literature and was
trains
driven by an intense awareness of art and of order in all things; this is evident in his letters
and drawings and is clearly manifested in the shapes of his gun designs.
Ruger was captivated by, and understood, mechanisms and the mechanisms that made
them. He appreciated anything with moving parts and even designed and built some of his
own machinery. It is only natural that he would have an aﬃnity for automobiles and ﬁrearms.
Ruger collected antique cars designed by the engineers and coach makers of a bygone
era: Stutz, Bentley, Bugatti, Rolls Royce, Packard and Duesenberg. He collected the great
cars from Europe, Britain and America. There were almost 30 cars in the collection. He even
designed and built his own classic cars in the late 1960s.
Among Ruger’s favorite trains was the Lionel set from his boyhood. There was over 350
feet of track to his train collection.
Ruger liked nice things, among which was an amazing and varied collection of nineteenth and twentieth century art. Over 200 beautiful paintings and sculptures by Schreyvogel, Bierstadt, Remington and others graced the walls and rooms of his oﬃces and homes.
After the Hunt is a wonderful new book by Adrienne Ruger Conzelman that oﬀers a
ﬁrst-hand account of Bill Ruger and his breathtaking art collection. He was also a patron of
contemporary artists and engravers: Triggs, Kritz, Lantuch, and A.A. White.
Ruger was an ardent hunter and had an appetite for adventure and stories of adventure.
Some of his favorite guns were the classic double riﬂes taken on safari and used to hunt big
game in far-oﬀ Africa or India, and single-shot target riﬂes from the late 19th century.
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In a less complicated time when coﬀee was percolated,
agreements were sealed with a handshake and a Coke was a
nickel. Alexander Sturm and Bill Ruger established Sturm,
Ruger & Co. At ﬁrst they struggled, but overcame and began
shipping 22LR semi-automatic pistols in October of 1949 from
a small wooden shop across the street from the Southport, Connecticut train-station. By 1951 production of the Ruger Standard Auto was well under way and the possibility of producing a
single-action revolver was being explored. Ruger began to work
on preliminary designs for the famous Ruger Single-Six.
The company was making a proﬁt and all was going well
when tragedy struck. Ruger’s friend and partner became ill,
Alex Sturm died at age 29. Ruger never got over the loss.
Alone, Bill Ruger led his company to an unprecedented
level in the American ﬁrearms industry. Early on, Colt and
S&W were indiﬀerent to Ruger’s dream; they had been resting
on their laurels for years and perceived themselves as invincible in their respective markets. Too late, they awoke to the
realization that Ruger was a force to be reckoned with in the Aerial view of the “Red Barn” and shops
pistol and revolver markets. Ruger was the competition and he where Ruger began. The company still
maintains these historical buildings and,
was formidable!
Eventually Ruger was presented with the opportunity to except for a paved parking lot, they have
purchase these competitors, Colt, Smith & Wesson and later changed very little. The Southport train
Winchester––each with a rich and illustrious tradition. Al- station is seen in the foreground, ca. 1956.
though Ruger had the ﬁnancial ability, these companies were Courtesy Sturm, Ruger & Co.
not acquired; this is an interesting irony, a milestone in the
history of American arms making.
At the time of this writing Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. has designed and manufactured 1999 – Southport,
over twenty million pistols, revolvers, shotguns and riﬂes in all popular calibers. They have Connecticut: Bill Ruger
produced hundreds of models and sub- models under at least 115 U.S. and foreign patents. presented Walt Sych with
In the pursuit of quality and eﬃciency of fabrication, Ruger utilized stampings and coil
an inscribed Ruger Red
springs and pioneered and perfected the application of precision investment castings to small
arms manufacturing. Whenever possible, component shapes were designed to ﬁt generic tools Label O/U shotgun to
and to conform to established fabrication techniques rather than require that special tooling celebrate Walt’s 50 years
be designed to produce the shapes.
of continuous service at
Ruger believed that pricing for his products should be structured so that a typical cus- Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.
tomer could purchase one of his guns for a price equal to one week’s pay. This manufactur- Courtesy Sturm, Ruger & Co.
ing and marketing approach proved to be sound, and
indeed, one week’s pay would purchase a gun and Ruger
would still make a proﬁt. Fifty years later this principal
still holds true.
In 1996 Simon & Shuster released Ruger and His Guns
by R.L.Wilson, an oﬃcial biography that is an unprecedented window into Bill Ruger’s life wherein the products and history of his factories are revealed in striking
detail. Additionally, there are at least 20 well-researched
and detailed reference books that explore speciﬁc models
or groups of Ruger ﬁrearms for purposes of collecting.
This writer can oﬀer very little that has not been written about the man, the guns and his factories. What will
be presented here is a comprehensive chronological outline of company history and product development, with
insight into some of Bill Ruger’s special accomplishments.
WILLIAM BATT ERMAN RUGER
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