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FOREWORD

THE story of the American newspaper is a mosaic of myriad fragments: of newspapers themselves, of records and documents, of excerpts from general histories, of histories dealing specifically with
journalism at large, of accounts of the development of single newspapers, of biographies and memoirs, and of articles from a wide
assortment of periodicals, treating many phases and many periods of
newspaper history.
In an attempt to present the most authentic and readable articles
published in a variety of periodicals during the course of more than a
century, a mimeographed collection of such articles was brought out
by Edwin Ford in 1939. Interest in this limited edition, financed by a
special University of Minnesota grant, was sufficient to justify the
assumption that a revised edition issued in greater numbers and in more
permanent form would be favorably received by scholars in related
fields and by all those interested in newspapers and the men who make
them as well as by students and teachers in journalism. Publication of
this volume, with Edwin Ford and Edwin Emery as co-editors of a
reorganized and augmented collection of articles, is the result.
The volume will, we hope, prove interesting to many types of
readers. For those who wish to use it as a supplement to established
histories of journalism, a word about the selections may be in order.
The number of periodicals and writers here represented makes possible
a catholicity in point of view toward the development of the newspaper which scarcely could be achieved by the author of a textbook,
no matter how excellent a volume he might produce. On the other
v
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hand, few collections have the continuity, the singleness of purpose
evident in the work of one writer.
In order as far as possible to present the articles so that they will
give to the reader a sense of the continuity of newspaper development,
they have been grouped with reference to six historical periods, the
limits of which have been arbitrarily set with full realization that
political, economic, and social trends and movements can be confined
only approximately within the boundaries imposed by dates. Whenever
limitations of space have forced a choice between excellent articles,
we have sought to include those which best help to tell the story of
the American newspaper in the most significant periods of its development, keeping also in mind the aim of preserving in book form the
most rewarding of relatively inaccessible periodical articles about
newspapers and newspapermen.
The completeness of a collection of articles on newspaper history
is limited, it might be noted also, by the fact that much significant
material is to be found only in books. Some journalists, some newspapers, some trends have engaged the attention of competent writers
of articles far more than have others. So the factor of availability, as
well as that of editorial choice, explains the absence of full-length
studies of a few familiar journalistic personalities. Essays which introduce the six groups of articles are designed, therefore, both to put the
individual studies into proper historical perspective and to examine
briefly those journalistic events not covered in detail.
The seven articles which make up Sections I and II quite naturally
deal mainly with general trends. The two great men of early English
and American colonial journalism, Daniel Defoe and Benjamin Franklin, can be presented in some detail, but otherwise the journalism of
their times was not sufficiently advanced to provide studies of individual editors or printers. The process of cleavage set up by the Revolution sharpened editorial pens and created issues which were to develop the professional approach to newspapering. Printers came closer
to being editors after 1776, and a shift in emphasis to delineate the
personalities of such stalwarts as Tom Paine and William Cobbett
therefore logically follows.
With the onset of the popular press in the Jacksonian era there began
to emerge more and more journalists capable of being cited as representative of their newspapers, their communities, their periods. Thus
vi
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it is not surprising that the selections comprising the last two thirds
of this volume deal with editors and publishers who have played a
tremendous part in shaping the destiny of American newspapers from
the days when the editorial thunder of Jackson's Washington Globe
rolled across the nation to the days of giant metropolitan dailies.
The 27 articles presented here are selected from the files of 17
periodicals, representing a variety of publishing endeavors. Four contributions come from once-great but no longer published magazines:
the Galaxy, Independent, and Scribner's. Eleven others come from
general magazines: the American Mercury, Atlantic Monthly, Collier's,
New Republic, and Time. Ten articles were first published in scholarly
journals: the Journalism Quarterly, Mississippi Valley Historical Review, New England Quarterly, Pennsylvania Magazine, PMLA, Quarterly Review, and South Atlantic Quarterly. The final two come from
magazines in the journalism field: Editor & Publisher and the Nieman
Reports. Thanks are due to the several magazine editors for permission
to republish the selected articles in this volume.
We wish also to acknowledge with gratitude the permissions granted
by the authors of the articles, or by those speaking for them. Specifically we thank for their cooperation in copyright matters Arundell
Esdaile, John Dos Passes, Robert L. Duffus, Henry F. Pringle, Kenneth
Stewart, John Tebbel, Mrs. Gamaliel Bradford, Mrs. Will Irwin, Mrs.
George P. West, and W. L. White.
Finally, there are those at the University of Minnesota whose aid
has helped to make this book possible. Some of the research work was
financed by a Graduate School grant. Colleagues in the School of
Journalism have been helpful. And above all, members of the staff of
the University of Minnesota Press contributed greatly to whatever
success this publication may enjoy.
EDWIN H. FORD
EDWIN EMERY
Minneapolis, Minnesota
October 1953
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I
THE RISE OF AN ENGLISH PRESS

BEFORE any socially significant method of news dissemination had been
adopted in England, there were sporadic attempts in Germany, Holland,
France, Italy, and portions of the Orient to present news by means of
ink and paper. Since, however, it is with English modifications of the
early pattern that the history of American journalism is most closely
associated, the story of the American newspaper, for all practical purposes, may be said to begin in England.
The well-nigh universal desire for knowledge of what was happening
beyond the boundaries of English villages and shires was very early
satisfied in limited degree by ballad singers, later by writers of
newsletters, and still later by printers of ballad sheets, news sheets,
and news books. Not long after the advent of the seventeenth century,
sheets of foreign news, called corantos, were introduced in England
and prepared the way for the printing of domestic news, an important
source of partisan propaganda during the struggle between Charles I
and Parliament which brought on the Civil War. Star Chamber decrees
and licensing regulations imposed by monarchs fearful of the growing
power of the printed word served only to retard for a brief period the
progress of early English journalism.
The decline of monarchial influence and the rise of political parties made England fertile ground for partisan journalism during the
eighteenth century. Particularly in London, journals of news and
opinion multiplied rapidly, most of them serving a party cause or
group. While the effusions of Grub Street hack writers were being
devoured by the half-illiterate outer fringe of coffeehouse circles, the
more influential Englishmen were reading Defoe, Addison, Steele,
3
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Swift, Dr. Johnson, Walpole, Burke, and Wilkes — men who were to
leave their impress upon American literary and polemic writing.
It is not without design that Defoe's name heads this list. The brilliant coterie of writers who so effectively used the pamphlet and the
newspaper for discussion, sober and satiric, of political and social questions during the 17005 had within its ranks no more typical journalist
than Defoe. The pattern of his writing career anticipated that of thousands of English and American journalists who were to follow him.
Starting as a pamphleteer — the eighteenth-century counterpart of the
modern free-lancer —he later attached himself to a variety of newspapers and emerged finally as a novelist of power. He has rightly been
termed by scholars "the progenitor of the modern journalist."
To what extent Addison and Steele may have learned from Defoe
is largely a matter of speculation, but their Spectator achieved, within
the narrow limits of the Queen Anne period, greater acclaim than was
given to Defoe's Review. The essay-journalism of Addison and Steele
provided London with social commentary such as it had seldom met
with in the pages of a periodical.
John Wilkes' fiery opposition to the policies of Lord Bute, prime
minister to George III, an opposition carried on in the columns of
Wilkes1 North Briton, so aroused popular feeling that "Wilkes and
Liberty" became a rallying cry in America, as well as in England.
The articles included in Part I of this volume have been selected to
illustrate the manner in which the newspaper evolved in England from
the time of its earliest beginnings until it emerged under these leaders
as an instrument of political and social power in the eighteenth century.
By that time the transition to colonial America had begun.
Arundell Esdaile in his article on the ballad journalism of the sixteenth century reminds his readers that these ballads were "mainly
topical and inspired by current events of more or less public interest."
The modern student of journalism can profitably compare the topics
of the sixteenth-century ballad makers with the news selection of
twentieth-century editors. Wars, fires, crimes, executions, miracles,
obituaries, cataclysms of nature, material dealing with political a
religious matters: the early news pattern is basically little different
from that of today's newspaper.
The addition of a partisan journalism to the informational and entertaining type supplied by the news ballads is taken up in Elbert N. S.
4
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Thompson's discussion of the part played by the press in England's
Civil War. News books and pamphlets, he points out, were extensively
used by Roundheads and Cavaliers in attempts to enlist public support for
their causes. Limited though literacy was in the England of the 16405,
the printed word was beginning to be used for purposes of propaganda.
Englishmen were not slow to realize the partisan power of the newspaper, as William T. Laprade demonstrates in pointing out the significance of the English press in the eighteenth century. Of that period
he writes, "The transition from a society in which newspapers were
unimportant and almost unknown to one in which they were accepted
as a matter of course and as almost essential if existing conditions were
not to be radically changed, occurred in England in that century."
Out of the welter of controversy and progress which characterized
eighteenth-century English journalism came Daniel Defoe, pamphleteer, editor, novelist. His chief journalistic service was performed very
early in the century and he was, as John Dos Passos says, subject to
the vicissitudes of a stormy political period, but his thinking was in
many respects modern, and his instincts were those of the present-day
publicist. In his footsteps followed Benjamin Franklin, who can be said
to have been chiefly significant in the history of the American newspaper for carrying over into colonial life and vitalizing with his own
personality the English journalistic tradition.
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Autolycus'Pack:TheBalladJournalism

of the SixteenY
by ARUNDELL ESDAILE
ARUNDELL ESDAILE is both an authority on bibliography and a poet.
Long-time secretary of the British Museum, he was made a Commander, Order
of the British Empire, in 1952. His article on ballad journalism in the April 1913
Quarterly Review was later published in Autolycus' Pack and Other Light Wares:
Being Essays, Addresses and Verses (Grafton & Co., 1940).

IHE girl sitting opposite me in my suburban train of a morning,
gravely studying her halfpenny illustrated daily paper, has perhaps
not read "The Winter's Tale" —at least since she left school; and, if
she were to read it, would not recognize herself in Mopsa, who "loves
a ballad in print, for then we are sure it is true," nor her favourite
paper as the direct descendant and representative of the ballads with
which Autolycus' pack was so richly furnished. Yet this is the egg
from which that full-fledged and loud-voiced bird, our modern journalism, has been hatched.
The first English periodicals were the newly-discovered series of
"Courants" printed at Amsterdam in 1620-21. A predecessor to these,
dated 1588 and reporting the defeat of the Armada, was ingeniously
forged by the Earl of Hardwicke in 1743-44 in the form of three numbers ("50," "51" and "54") of "The English Mercuric. Published by
Authoritie, for the Prevention of false Reportes." This, no doubt, he
found much more amusing than the large history of the Armada which
he gave up for it. He planned his forgery well, but it was very imperfectly executed; and, after a much longer success than it deserved, it at
last met the eye of a bibliographer, Thomas Watts, of the British
Museum Library, who promptly exposed it.
No doubt, before these regular — in dates of appearance often irregu6
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lar —journals, there was a mass of catchpenny news-quartos; many of
these bear title-pages of the most full-blooded and sensational kind,
often so lengthy as to render the reading of the book itself quite unnecessary, even if one had any temptation to do so. Examples from the
library of Worcester College, Oxford, catalogued in a little book
printed by Canon Daniel at his private press, show plainly that the
deviser of headlines and placards is not the son of later times, but an
old and grey-headed disturber of the public peace. Earlier than these
again, earliest of all, the first answer of the printing-press, at least in
England, to that natural and universal desire of humanity to hear some
new thing and then to tell it to someone else, was the ballad or "ballet."
By this name we, of course, do not mean the "ballads" commonly socalled—that large and far more celebrated class of poems, the dramatic ballads of the Scottish border and elsewhere, first restored to
favour by Percy, and now collected in Prof. Child's monumental volumes. Poems like "Binnorie" or "Lord Rendal" seem never to have
been printed till comparatively recent times.* Perhaps they flourished
most at a distance from the great cities; perhaps their singers, the
wandering minstrels, kept them locked jealously in their own memories. Nor are we to speak of the duller narrative ballads, that arose
about 1590, it seems, and flourished throughout the seventeenth century, such as "Patient Grissell" or "The Merchant's Daughter of Bristow." These are far commoner, and abound in the Roxburghe, Haigh
Hall, Pepys and similar collections.
The sixteenth century "ballet" was different from either of these
and, as has already been suggested, was mainly topical and inspired
by current events of more or less public interest. Of these, about two
hundred, out of the multitude that the Register of the Stationers'
Company shows to have been poured forth by the Elizabethan presses,
are known to exist to-day — all but two or three in single copies. About
a third of these scanty survivors are now and have long been in safe
keeping in the library of the Society of Antiquaries at Burlington
House.f The remaining two-thirds have had a curious history. They
were first heard of early in the nineteenth century, as a loose bundle
in a sheep-skin wrapper, in the hands of the housekeeper at Helmingham Hall in Suffolk, who sold or gave them (with an absolute right
* "Chevy Chase" was printed as a chap book in the xyth century.
tThey were well catalogued for the Society by Robert Lemon so long ago
as 1866, but they still await reprinting.
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