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PREFACE

Early childhood research and, for that matter, attachment
research have a long history of focusing their attention
rather exclusively on parents as the persons who have the
major responsibility for the care of their infants during the
early years of the baby's life. The mother in particular has
for a long time been viewed as the primary caregiver. From the
mid 1970's, Michael Lamb and his associates have done important work with respect to the father-infant relationship,
thereby adjusting this one-sided view in no small measure. In
addition, research in the past decade has given impetus to the
exploration of infants' relationships beyond the limits of the
family, for example with non-parental caregivers in institutional settings (day care centers or nurseries). In our view,
this last development is .of particular importance to the
impact of current and future early childhood research on
child-rearing attitudes and practices. For in present day
society, permanent actual presence of the caregiver is virtually impossible in a family in which there is often more
than one child to be cared for, and in which the caregiver has
to fulfil other responsibilities than bringing up children. In
most families, help provided by baby-sitters, neighbors,
relatives, friends, professional caregivers and especially the
partner is indispensable.
Therefore, the main objective of the research presented in
this book is to broaden the scope of attachment theory by
stressing the importance of a s o c i a l network approach to the
study of attachment. This approach forms the integrating theme
of the book, as exemplified by several studies of attachment
as it develops in an "extended" rearing context, over and
beyond the limits of the traditional mother-child dyad. In
this connection, attention is paid to the importance of sibling relationships, attachment relationships with professional
caregivers, the role of the father in extending the child's
rearing context, and the short and long term effects on attachment quality of maternal employment. In addition, the
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cross-cultural validity of Ainsworth's Strange Situation
procedure will be discussed. In this social network approach,
the attachment theory proves to be a particularly useful
instrument for reflecting on the consequences for child development of such social change phenomena as maternal employment, symmetrical families, and socialization of children
in institutional settings.
The book is divided into four parts. The first part, Philosophical and Methodological Aspects, consists of chapter l ,
in which the attachment theory is described from a philosophical and methodological perspective, more specifically in
terms of a Lakatosian research program. Part 11, Extension
outside the family: A large-scale approach, dwells at greater
length on several factors outside the context of the nuclear
family which may be relevant to the development of attachment.
In chapter 2, attachment-relevant behavior of children displayed in potentially threatening situations in everyday life
is assessed with the help of the so-called "Perceived Security" scale and is related to such variables as maternal employment, non-parental care, overnight separations and maternal involvement with child-rearing. Chapter 3 stresses the
importance of studying the wider social network of the infant
in the family, in particular the growing influence of nonparental caregiver-infant relationships in contemporary society. The research reported on in this chapter deals with the
ease with which the child adjusts to "strange" non-parental
caregivers, as related to type of attachment quality to the
mother, and to other behavioral characteristics such as temperament, separation experiences and frequency of visits.
Chapter 4 reports on research into the effects of maternal
employment and alternative (out-of-home) forms of child care
on the quality of attachment. Special attention is paid to
separations and to factors within the family that may jeopardize quality of attachment. Chapter 5 discusses (dis)continuities between quality of mother-infant attachment (as
assessed in the Strange Situation) and the child's cognitive/emotional development at kindergarten; three years after
their participation in the Strange Situation, mother and child
were asked to participate in problem-solving tasks and parents
and kindergarten teachers were asked to complete a Q-sort
measuring ego-control and ego-resiliency.
Whereas in part I1 large-scale studies play a prominent
role, part 111, Extension inside the family: A small-scale
approach is made up of several studies into family dynamics,
with small groups of families forming the units of analysis.
The first three chapters in this section examine changes in
family interaction patterns after the birth of a second child.
In chapter 6, the family as a whole, with its multiple relationship network, is taken as a new basis for interpretation.
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The consequences of the birth of the second child are studied
in terms of changes in the existing father-infant and motherinfant relationships and are related to the development of the
relationships between both parents and the newborn. Chapter 7
addresses the same question, this time from a more qualitative
("ethnographic") point of view. In this chapter, the results
of a study are discussed in which five families were observed
weekly over a period of eight months, as well as the results
of a follow-up study carried out three years later. These same
five families form the units of analysis of the study reported
on in chapter 8. Here, the important intra-familial changes
brought about by the birth of a second child are described
from a more quantitative perspective. Special attention is
paid to the more active participation on the part of the
father in child-rearing responsibilities and to the accompanying changes in the father's relationships with both children. Part I11 concludes with chapter 9, which starts with a
critical discussion of four (partial) replications of the
well-known Bell & Ainsworth (1972) study on "Infant crying and
maternal responsiveness". The present authors conclude that
empirical evidence in favor of Bell & Ainsworth's hypothesis
is lacking. The chapter continues with the description of a
critical replication carried out by the authors themselves at
the University of Leiden, in which they tested various hypotheses on the relationship of maternal (un)responsiveness and
crying.
The book concludes with part IV, The Strange Situation: A
multinational data set. Chapter 10 attempts to combine both
methodological and substantive aspects and arrive at an integrated solution by applying three-mode principal component
analysis to a multinational data set. As the distribution over
subgroups is different in all countries, almost all subcategories of the classification are well enough represented to
allow for a multivariate study of differences and similarities
between the various subgroups. Finally, chapter 11 discusses
the development of attachment in young infants as assessed in
the Strange Situation and pays special attention to issues
related to the instrument's validity outside the USA. Classification results obtained in Japan, West-Germany, the Netherlands and in Israeli kibbutzim are critically reviewed.
Originally, the present volume was conceived as a collection of contributions made solely by the members of the research project "Early Child-Rearing" at the University o f
Leiden. Once the topic was chosen, however, a small number of
guest authors were invited to participate. We are most grateful for the contributions made by Peter K. Smith and Rodney
Noble (part 11, chapter 3 ) , Kurt Kreppner (part 111, chapter
6 ) , and Abraham Sagi and Kathleen Lewkowicz (part IV, chapter
11).
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Finally, we would like to acknowledge the important work
done by Cora M. Lucassen-Jongsma, who took great pains in
typing the final manuscript. We also want to thank Dineke den
Boer, Marion van Dam, and Hylda Woudstra for their editorial
assistance, and we greatly appreciate the essential contribution o f Marc Schoen, who polished up the English text o f a
majority of the chapters contained in the present volume.

Leiden, September 1986

Louis W.C. Tavecchio
Marinus H. van IJzendoorn
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