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Foreword

I

t was the bloodiest day in American
history since the battle of Antietam
during the Civil War—a day in which
everything about the nation would
change forever. People, when speaking
of the country, would henceforth specify “before September 11” or “after
September 11.” It was as if, on that
Tuesday morning, the borders had suddenly shifted to include Canada and
Mexico, or as if the official language of
the United States had changed. The difference between “before”and “after”was
that pronounced.
That Tuesday morning, September
11, 2001, was the day that Americans
began to learn firsthand about terrorism, as first one fuel-heavy commercial
airliner, and then a second, hit New
York’s World Trade Towers—sending
them thundering to the ground in a
firestorm of smoke and ash.A third airliner was flown into a wall of the
Pentagon in Washington, D.C., and a
fourth was apparently wrestled away
from terrorists before it could be steered
into another building. By the time the
explosions and collapses had stopped
and the fires had been extinguished,
more than three thousand Americans
had died.
Film clips and photographs showed
the horror of that day. Trade Center
workers could be seen leaping to their
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deaths from seventy,eighty,ninety floors
up rather than endure the 1,000-degree
temperatures within the towers. New
Yorkers who had thought they were
going to work, were caught on film desperately racing the other way to escape
the wall of dust and debris that rolled
down the streets of lower Manhattan.
Photographs showed badly burned
Pentagon secretaries and frustrated rescue workers. Later pictures would show
huge fire engines buried under the rubble.
It was not the first time America
had been the target of terrorists. The
same World Trade Center had been targeted in 1993 by Islamic terrorists, but
the results had been negligible. The
worst of such acts on American soil
came in 1995 at the hands of a homegrown terrorist whose hatred for the
government led to the bombing of the
federal building in Oklahoma City. The
blast killed 168 people—19 of them
children.
But the September 11 attacks were
far different. It was terror on a frighteningly well-planned, larger scale, carried
out by nineteen men from the Middle
East whose hatred of the United States
drove them to the most appalling suicide
mission the world had ever witnessed.
As one U.S. intelligence officer told a
CNN reporter,“These guys turned air-
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planes into weapons of mass destruction,landmarks familiar to all of us into mass graves.”
Some observers say that September 11
may always be remembered as the date that
the people of the United States finally came
face to face with terrorism.“You’ve been relatively sheltered from terrorism,” says an Israeli
terrorism expert.“You hear about it happening here in the Middle East, in Northern
Ireland, places far away from you. Now
Americans have joined the real world where
this ugliness is almost a daily occurrence.”
This “real world” presents a formidable
challenge to the United States and other
nations. It is a world in which there are no
rules, where modern terrorism is war not
waged on soldiers, but on innocent people –
including children. Terrorism is meant to
shatter people’s hope, to create instability in
their daily lives, to make them feel vulnerable and frightened. People who continue to
feel unsafe will demand that their leaders
make concessions—do something—so that
terrorists will stop the attacks.
Many experts feel that terrorism against
the United States is just beginning. “The
tragedy is that other groups, having seen [the

success of the September 11 attacks] will
think: why not do something else?” says
Richard Murphy, former ambassador to Syria
and Saudi Arabia.“This is the beginning of
their war. There is a mentality at work here
that the West is not prepared to understand.”
Because terrorism is abhorrent to the vast
majority of the nations on the planet,
President George W.Bush’s declaration of war
against terrorism was supported by many
other world leaders.He reminded citizens that
it would be a long war,and one not easily won.
However, as many agree, there is no choice; if
terrorism is allowed to continue unchecked
the world will never be safe.
The four volumes of the Lucent Terrorism
Library help to explain the unexplainable
events of September 11,2001 as well as examine the history and personalities connected
with terrorism in the United States and elsewhere in the world.Annotated bibliographies
provide readers with ideas for further research.
Fully documented primary and secondary
source quotations enliven the text.Each book
in this series provides students with a wealth
of information as well as launching points for
further study and discussion.
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Introduction

Defining Terrorism
T

errorism has appeared in history
wearing many disguises. It has been
used by revolutionaries to correct what
they perceived as political and economic
injustice; by rebels seeking to throw off
what they claimed to be the exploitative
yoke of colonial oppression; by ethnic
and religious minorities fighting to
secede from communities they believed
were persecuting them. It has been used
by advocates of both radical and conservative political agendas; by workers
and management in labor disputes; and
by those whose only goal was to inflict
pain and suffering on members of races
and other social groups that they imagined posed a threat to their way of life.
Finally, it has been used by governments
as an instrument of repression to paralyze opposition.
The tactics of terrorism are always
violent. Over the centuries, terrorists
have employed daggers, guns, and
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bombs to kill and destroy; they have also
staged kidnappings and hijackings to
intimidate and coerce. Technological
advances threaten to make the terrorists’ arsenal even more deadly and
frightening. On September 11, 2001,
terrorists transformed jet airplanes into
weapons of mass destruction, killing
thousands in attacks on the World Trade
Center in New York and the Pentagon
in Washington, D.C. There is even evidence that terrorist groups have access
to chemical and biological agents and
perhaps nuclear devices.
The diversity of aims and methods
that have characterized terrorism has
created a problem for students of the
subject. Experts have had difficulty
defining exactly what terrorism is. In
his book, Encyclopedia of Terrorism and
Political Violence, historian and political scientist John Richard Thackrah lists
sixty-seven different definitions; few of
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these definitions fully agree with each other
and many are, at least in part, contradictory.
Another source of confusion that plagues
many discussions of terrorism is the nature
of the word itself. To call an event an act of
terrorism, in most contexts, expresses a negative value judgment about it. Terrorists rarely
apply the term to themselves, preferring
instead descriptions like “freedom fighter”
or “revolutionary.”Yasir Arafat, the head of
the Palestine Liberation Organization who
has been widely accused by the governments
of Israel and the United States of masterminding hundreds of terrorist attacks, illustrated this dilemma when he addressed the
United Nations in 1974. “The difference
between a revolutionary and a terrorist lies
in the reason for which each fights,” Arafat
said.“For whoever stands by a just cause and
fights for the freedom and liberation of his
land from invaders . . . cannot possibly be
called a terrorist.”1
The phrase “one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter” occurs frequently
in studies of political violence. Bias inevitably
creeps into the discussion because it is difficult to be neutral on such a fundamental ethical issue as the circumstances—if indeed
there are any—that justify putting human
life at risk. “What is called terrorism thus
seems to depend on one’s point of view,”
explains political scientist Brian Jenkins.

some organization “terrorist”becomes
almost unavoidably subjective, depending largely on whether one sympathizes
with or opposes the person/group/cause
concerned.If one identifies with the victim of the violence, for example, then
the act is terrorism. If, however, one
identifies with the perpetrator, the violent act is regarded in a more sympathetic, if not positive . . . light; and it is
not terrorism.2
Smoke billows from the twin towers of the World
Trade Center following the violent attacks of
September 11, 2001.

Use of the term implies a moral judgment; and if one party can successfully
attach the label “terrorist” to its opponent, then it has indirectly persuaded
others of its moral viewpoint. Hence,
the decision to call someone or label
9
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Definitions of Terrorism
Scholars have offered numerous definitions of terrorism.
The following, from Encyclopedia of Terrorism
and Political Violence, by John Richard
Thackrah, are eight of the most useful attempts
to sum up in a few words this complex and controversial phenomenon.
“Sociologically, terror is a . . . practice that
causes intense fear or suffering, whose aim
is to intimidate, subjugate, especially as a
political weapon or policy. Politically, its main
function is to intimidate and disorganize the
government through fear, [so that] through
this political changes can be achieved.”—
J. S. Roucek
“An action of violence is labeled terrorist
when its psychological effects are out of proportion to its purely physical result.”—
R. Aron
“Political terrorism can be defined as a strategy, a method by which an organized group
or party tries to get attention for its aims, or
force concessions toward its goals, through
the systematic use of deliberate violence.”—
F. M. Watson

“Political terrorism is a special form of clandestine, undeclared and unconventional warfare waged without humanitarian restraints
or rules.”—P. Wilkinson
“Terrorism can be used to create an atmosphere of despair or fear, to shake the faith of
ordinary citizens in their government and its
representatives.”—B. M. Leiser
“[Terrorism is characterized by] a series of
individual acts of extraordinary and intolerable violence, a constant pattern of symbolic or representative selection [of targets], and
is deliberately intended to create a psychological effect on specific groups of people.”—
M. Crenshaw
“Terrorism may be defined as systematic and
organized violence against non-resisting persons to create fear in them for the purpose
of retaining or gaining governmental authority.”—M. Karanovic
“Terrorism is the use or threat of extraordinary political violence to induce fear, anxiety or alarm in a target audience wider than
the immediate symbolic victims. Terrorism
is violence for political effect as opposed to
military impact.”—E. S. Heyman

Despite these difficulties, most definitions share a number of characteristics that
help distinguish terrorism from other forms
of politically motivated violence.
First, terrorism, as its name implies,
makes use of violence not just to destroy property or take life but also to inspire terror in
people other than its primary victims. It is for
this reason that terrorists often target innocent members of a population. Perpetrators

of terrorist acts wish to generate fear that no
one is safe,undermining people’s faith in their
government’s ability to protect citizens as they
go about their daily lives and thus create an
atmosphere of insecurity and instability.
Second, terrorism is a tactic usually
employed by people who feel they do not
have enough power to challenge those whom
they perceive to be their enemy more directly (for example, by a mass uprising).
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Third, unlike guerrilla warriors, terrorists do not seek to conquer and hold territory. As a rule, terrorists feel they do not have
enough resources (manpower and weaponry) to conduct a full-fledged military campaign. They content themselves with sporadic
acts, hoping to inspire more extensive forms
of political violence at a later date.
Fourth, unlike guerrilla armies, which
have a centralized command structure, terrorist organizations are usually decentralized.Although there is often a leader who sets
general goals, specific operations are carried
out by small groups, called cells, which act
autonomously. Furthermore, to preserve
security, the members of one cell may not
even know the identities of the members of
other cells.
Fifth, terrorism needs publicity to survive. To achieve the goal of generating widespread anxiety and instability, the details of
an act of terrorism must be broadcast to the
greatest number of people. For that reason,
terrorists frequently choose targets that have
symbolic significance to guarantee maximum
media coverage.
Finally, there are two common myths
about terrorism that must be dispelled
before an undistorted view of the subject
can emerge. The first is that terrorists are

irrational. Despite newspaper headlines
which refer to them as “madmen,” terrorists who have been arrested and subjected
to psychological examination have tended
to score within the normal range on standard personality tests. Terrorists are also not
given to random acts of violence; they are
coldly deliberate in their choice of victims
and they carefully calculate their acts to win
the maximum amount of publicity for their
cause.
The second myth is that terrorism is a
recent phenomenon. In fact, as its history will
reveal, terrorism has been a factor in disputes
between human beings for thousands of
years.The motives for terrorism have changed
very little over the centuries: political, economic, religious, and ethnic differences that
have proved immune to peaceful solution.
What has changed dramatically is the destructive power of the weapons terrorists have at
their disposal. Daggers, the weapon of choice
among early terrorists, can kill one person at
a time. Technology has now put weapons of
mass destruction into the hands of otherwise
powerless groups of dissidents. A single act
of terrorism can now claim thousands of lives,
making a dispassionate understanding of why
some people resort to its methods more
important than ever.
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Chapter One

Zealots,
Assassins, and the
Reign of Terror
T

errorism began in the first century
A.D. Prior to that time, political violence took the form of wars between
rival kingdoms, empires, or cities; campaigns of conquest, as when Alexander
the Great set out to subdue the known
world; and revolts and other mass uprisings. Political assassination was another prevalent phenomenon in the ancient
world,and it has been described as a precursor of terrorism. But there is an
important distinction. When a king,
emperor, or other leader was killed, it
was usually by a rival who sought merely to replace him, leaving the basic political, social, and economic structures of
the realm unchanged.Terrorism,by contrast, seeks more fundamental changes
in the way a society is organized. For
example, the Zealots, history’s first terrorists,aimed to transform first-century
Judea from a province of the Roman
Empire into a theocratic Jewish state.
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The Zealots
In the year 63 B.C., Roman legions commanded by the general Pompey overran Judea and turned the Jewish
homeland into a client kingdom of the
Roman Empire. Some fifty years later,
the emperor Augustus completed the
domination when he deposed the local
political leadership and installed a
Roman governor. Thereafter, the Jews
had to pay onerous taxes to their conquerors, driving many of them into
debt. Equally distressing, the taxes had
to be paid in the currency of the empire,
which bore the image of the emperor,
whom the Romans regarded as a god.
This was very offensive to the Jews,
whose monotheistic religion forbade
them from recognizing any deity other
than their own.
Resistance to the Roman occupation flared into violence from time to

